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Message from the Chief Executive

Confucius said, “One follows his heart at seventy, without overstepping the bounds”, which
denotes that with the experience and knowledge gained over the years, one could get his own
way. | would like to borrow the wisdom of this saying to congratulate the 70" anniversary of
Caritas - Hong Kong. Since her establishment, Caritas - Hong Kong has long been abiding by
the original intent, placing emphasis on the quality of service and collaborating with people in
different societal sectors in offering love and care to the needy in society in order to illuminate
the way ahead and bring hope to them.

Caritas - Hong Kong is celebrating her 70" anniversary this year. We have created a
slogan for this special occasion: “Walking together with love. Lighting up the future with hope.”
Despite socioeconomic growth and technological advancement, we believe deep in our heart
that there are still hidden in different corners of society the neglected ones who need our love
and care. Let us walk with them hand in hand, heart to heart, and work together to light up
the darkness for a brighter future filled with hope.

As said in the Chinese proverb, “Forefathers planted trees for future generations to enjoy the
shade”. The selfless devotion of our predecessors and colleagues, coupled with the relentless
support of our patrons and volunteers throughout these years, their conscientious support and
donation have contributed to make Caritas - Hong Kong what we are today.

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the late Bishop Michael
Yeung, who always emphasized the importance of development and education of young people.
Therefore, he sowed a seed with special meaning in the education field, that is, promoting Caritas
Institute of Higher Education to become the first University operated by the Catholic Church in
Hong Kong. With our limited resources and manpower, the preparation work was as arduous
as enduring a severe winter. The goal could not have been achieved without the hard work and
perseverance of our fellow colleagues, professors and teaching teams of the Institute. Thanks
to the blessings of our Lord, many “angels” including parishioners and donors were sent to
give generous and selfless support. The “seed” sprouted and finally bloomed in January 2024.
Subsequent to the approval by the Chief Executive-in-Council, the Institute was conferred with the
title of an University and was renamed as Saint Francis University. This is a wonderful gift from
the Lord in our celebration of the 70™* anniversary of Caritas - Hong Kong.

In planning for the future, we have to keep pace with the changes and needs of society so as
to make appropriate adjustments for better and more suitable services. Our focus should be on
service quality instead of quantity. With our faith in the love of Lord Jesus, we insist on serving
the underprivileged with love and building for them a better future filled with hope.

Let us continue to pass on the wisdom of our predecessors and widen our horizons in
fulfilling the missions entrusted to us. Together, we are committed to providing more suitable
services for our brothers and sisters in need, and to strive for a better tomorrow.
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